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ORDER

PER SANDEEP SINGH KARHAIL, JUDICIAL MEMBER:

The assessee has filed the present appeal challenging the

impugned order dated 17.12.2024, passed by the learned

Commissioner of Income Tax (Exemptions) —-Bangalore, [“learned
CIT(E)’], rejecting the application filed by the assessee in Form 10AB
for seeking registration under section 12AB of the Income Tax Act,
1961, (“the Act”).

2. The present appeal is delayed by 146 days. Along with the
appeal, the assessee has filed an application seeking condonation of
the delay in filing the present appeal. As per the assessee, the
management had entrusted the responsibility of attending to the
income tax matters to its staff accountant, who was instructed to

take advice from the Chartered Accountant. Subsequently, it was
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noticed that the accountant neither replied to the notices nor
forwarded the notices to the Chartered Accountant of the assessee
trust. During the audit of the books of account for the financial year
2024-25, it was noticed that the assessee’s application for
regularization of the registration under section 12A of the Act has
been rejected for non-compliance of the notices issued by the learned
CIT(E). It is further submitted that thereafter, the management of the
assessee trust took necessary steps for filing the present appeal
before the Tribunal. Accordingly, it is prayed that the delay in filing
the present appeal is not intentional and the assessee does not stand

to benefit from such delay.

3. Having considered the submissions and perused the material
available on record, we are of the considered view that there was
sufficient cause which prevented the assessee from filing the present
appeal within the prescribed limitation period. Accordingly, the delay
in filing the present appeal is condoned, and we proceed to hear the

appeal on the merits.

4. In this appeal, the assessee has raised the following grounds:

1. The impugned order dated 17.12.2024 passed u/s 12AB of the
Act is void and liable to be set aside as it is passed in haste
violating the principles of natural justice and opposed to the
facts of the case.

2. The ld. CIT (Exemptions) erred in rejecting registration u/s
12AB of the Act.

3. Without prejudice, the Hon’ble Tribunal may be pleased to
direct the Id. CIT (Exemptions) to treat the subject application
u/s 12A as withdrawn and not rejected.

4. The appellant craves leave to add or delete or modify or revise
any ground at the time of hearing before the Hon’ble Tribunal.



ITA No.1537/Bang/2025
Sri Kokkeshwara Educational and Charitable Trust, Bangalore
Page 3 of 4

5. Having considered the submissions and perused the material
available on record, it is evident from the record that the learned
CIT(E) rejected the application filed by the assessee under section
12AB of the Act due to non-compliance with notices. As noted in the
foregoing paragraphs, it is the plea of the assessee that its
accountant, who was entrusted by the management to attend to the
income tax proceedings and was instructed to take advice from the
Chartered Accountant, neither replied to the notices issued by the

learned CIT(E) nor forwarded the same to the Chartered Accountant.

6. In the light of the facts and circumstances of the present case,
we are of the considered view that, in the interest of justice, the
assessee be hereby granted one more opportunity to represent its
case before the learned CIT(E). Accordingly, we deem it appropriate
to restore the application filed by the assessee in Form 10AB for
seeking registration under section 12AB of the Act to the file of the
learned CIT(E) for de novo adjudication as per law after providing the
reasonable and adequate opportunity of hearing to the assessee. The
assessee is also directed to furnish all the information as may be
sought by the learned CIT(E) without any default in support of its
claim of seeking registration under section 12AB of the Act. With the
above directions, the impugned order is set aside, and the grounds

raised by the assessee are allowed for statistical purposes.

7. In the result, the appeal of the assessee is allowed for statistical
purposes.

Order pronounced in the open court on 14th Nov, 2025

Sd/- Sd/-
(Prashant Maharishi) (Sandeep Singh Karhail)
Vice President Judicial Member

Bangalore,
Dated 14t Nov, 2025.
VG/SPS
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