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1. Heard learned counsel appearing on behalf of the parties.

2. It appears from the perusal of the show cause notice dated 

September 25, 2023 that the date of filing of the reply is subsequent 

to the date of hearing in the order. It is to be noted that the date of 

filing the reply is October 25, 2023, whereas the date of personal 

hearing has been fixed on October 6, 2023, 18 days prior to the date 

of filing of reply.

3. In light of the same, we are of the view that the show cause notice 

itself is bad and any proceedings that had been initiated on the said 

basis cannot be allowed to stand in law.

4. Accordingly, the show cause notice and the impugned order are 

quashed and set aside with liberty granted to the respondent 

authorities to issue a fresh show cause notice to the petitioner and 

thereafter proceed in accordance with law.

5. With the above directions, the writ petition is disposed of.

March 25, 2026
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